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Amendment and Response under 37 C.F.R. 1,116 

Applicant; Bruce Johnson et al. 
Serial No.: 10/755,601 
Filed: January 12, 2004 
Docket No.: 200311317-1 

Title: PRINTER COMPONENT _____ 

TN THF, CLAIMS 
Please amend claims 1,3, and 9 as follows: 

1 , (Currently Amended) A printer component comprising: 

an interface configured for removably electrically coupling to a printer; and 

a memory that stores a unique identifier of the printer through the interface if the 

interface is electrically coupled to the printer, 

wherein the memory is configured to store a plurality of unique identifiers, with each 

unique identifier representing a different printer to which the interface has been electrically 
| coupled,-and 

wherein the memory is configured to communicate with a controller for determining 
if the printer component has been installed in an unauthorized printer ^ and 

wherein the printer is configured for reading a plurality of unique identifiers from the 
component memory for determining if the printer component has been installed in an 
unauthorized printer. 

2. (Original) The printer component of claim 1, wherein the unique identifier comprises 
a serial number of the printer. 

3. (Currently Amended) The printer component of claim 1, wherein the memory 
| r.nmprisRR write nnnn r o od many memorv. one of an EEPRO M and a FLASH. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5 . (Previously Presented) The printer component of claim 1 , wherein each unique 
identifier is stored in a table in the memory. 

6. (Original) The printer component of claim 1 , wherein the printer component 
comprises a printer cartridge. 
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7. (Original) The printer component of claim 6, wherein the printer cartridge comprises 
one of an ink reservoir, an ink supply, a toner reservoir, and a toner supply. 

8. (Original) The printer component of claim 7, wherein the one of the ink reservoir, the 
ink supply, the toner reservoir, and the toner supply is refillable. 

9. (Currently Amended) A replaceable printer component comprising: 
means for electrically coupling to a printer; 

means for storing a first unique identifier of a first printer if the means for electrically 
coupling to the printer is electrically coupled to the first printer;-an4 

means for storing a plurality of unique identifiers, with each unique identifier 
representing a different printer to which the printer component has been electrically coupled 
for determining if the printer component has been installed in an unauthorized printer 7 .axKl 

wherein the printer is configured for reading a plura lity of unique identifiers from the 
component memory for determining if the printer compo nent has been installed in an 
unauthorized printer. 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The replaceable printer component of claim 9, wherein the 
means for storing the first unique identifier comprises a first entry in a table and the means 
for storing the plurality of unique identifiers comprises other entries in the table. 

12. (Previously Presented) A printing system comprising: 

a printer including a printer memory that stores a unique identifier of the printer; and 
a printer component including a component memory, the printer component 

configured for removable installation in the printer, 

wherein the printer is configured to write the unique identifier of the printer to the 

component memory if the printer component is installed in the printer, and 
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wherein the printer is configured for reading a plurality of unique identifiers from the 
component memory for determining if the printer component has been installed in an 
unauthorized printer. 

13. (Previously Presented) The printing system of claim 12, further comprising: 
a user interface configured for displaying the unique identifier of the printer. 

14. (Previously Presented) The printing system of claim 12, wherein the component 
memory comprises a table for storing a list of the plurality of unique identifiers. 

15. (Original) The printing system of claim 14, wherein the table stores at least one of an 
index, a date, and a time upon writing of the unique identifier of the printer to the component 
memory. 

1 6. (Original) The printing system of claim 14, further comprising: 
a user interface configured for displaying the table. 

17. (Original) The printing system of claim 12, further comprising: 

a controller configured for reading the unique identifier from the printer memory and 
writing the unique identifier to the component memory. 

18. (Original) The printing system of claim 17, wherein the controller is further 
configured for controlling the operation of the printer. 

19. (Original) The printing system of claim 12, further comprising: 

a remote monitor module configured for communicating information about the printer 
component to a remote device. 

20. (Previously Presented) The printing system of claim 19, wherein the information 
comprises the unique identifier of the printer. 
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21 . (Previously Presented) A method of tracking a printer component, the method 
comprising: 

installing a printer component in a first printer; 

writing a first unique identifier of the first printer to a memory of the printer 
component; 

removing the printer component from the first printer; 
installing the printer component in a second printer; 

writing a second unique identifier of the second printer to the memory of the printer 
component; and 

determining if the printer component has been installed in an unauthorized printer by 
checking a plurality of unique identifiers stored in the memory of the printer component to 
determine if one of the unique identifiers indicates an unauthorized printer. 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising: 
providing a user interface for the first printer; and 

displaying the first unique identifier written to the memory of the printer component 
through the user interface. 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21, wherein determining if the printer 
component has been installed in an unauthorized printer comprises performing the 
determination over a network communication link coupled to a printer in which the printer 
component is installed. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 23, further comprising: 

displaying a history of the printer component through the user interface, the history 
including the unique identifiers written to the memory during a lifetime of the printer 
component. 
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27. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein the user interface is coupled to a network 
communication link that is coupled to a printer in which the printer component is installed. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising: 

writing at least one of a date and a time at which the printer component was installed 
in the first printer to the memory of the printer component. 

29. (Previously Presented) A printing system comprising: 

a printer component including a component memory configured to store a plurality of 
unique identifiers, with each unique identifier representing a different printer in which the 
printer component has been installed; and 

a printer configured to receive the printer component, the printer including: 

a printer memory configured to store a unique identifier of the printer; 

a controller configured for reading the unique identifier from the printer 
memory and writing the unique identifier to the component memory, and reading the 
plurality of unique identifiers from the component memory for determining if the 
printer component has been installed in an unauthorized printer; 

a user interface configured for displaying the unique identifier of the printer 
and the plurality of unique identifiers from the component memory; and 

a remote monitor module for communicating information about the printer 
component to a remote device. 



6 



PACE 8/10* RCVD AT 2/23/2008 5:50:24 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:2738300* CSID:61 25732005 " DURATION <mm-ss):04-10 



